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MY IDEA OF A POLICE FORGE
A friend writes as follows:
"The English sister, whom you recently quoted, rightly says
that efforts should always be made to stem external aggression
by non-violent means, and that present circumstances offer a
peculiarly suitable opportunity for demonstrating that it is possible
to secure better results through non-violence than through armed
force. But Ahimsa as a weapon to counter internal disorders presents
difficulties. In our country there can be three types of internal
disturbances, viz. communal^ industrial, and dacoities. The root
causes of these are mutual distrust, social injustice, and grinding
poverty due to economic exploitation and unemployment. So
long as these causes exist, the threefold disturbances will take place
in spite of armed forces. Your constructive programme is the only
means of removing these root causes. But it will take time. What
is to be done in ihe meantime? Can non-violence solve the diffi-
culties?
"Can we envisage an order of society in which we will not
have to resort to Himsa in any form whatsoever? Suppose for argu-
ments sake that there exists a society where the majority does not
possess goods that would excite envy and where everyone has
the wherewithal to live contentedly. Even then it does not seem
possible that there will be no disputes over proprietorship of land,
lending and borrowing of money, and other business dealings.
For these, therefore, we must provide the means of justice and
sec that the decisions of the courts or arbitration boards are carried
out. For this it will be essential to have a police force. You have
yielded this point. But I should like to know what restrictions you
would place on the police force. If there were a non-violent govern-
ment in power today, would it use the police force for quelling in-
ternal disorders? And are you willing to maintain it for all time
or only temporarily? My mind refuses to go so far as to envisage
a time when a police force will be a superfluity. There seems to
me to be no escape from placing this limitation, as it were, on
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